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The Appropriate Status of “Letters and Visits”

in China’ s Constitutional Law Framework
TONG Zhi-wei
( East China University of Political Science and Law Shanghai 200042 China)

Abstract: In the framework of China’ s constitutional law

system

function was ineffective. For some complicated social and economic reasons

“letters and visits ” an extrajudicial petition

serves as a supplementary administrative mechanism originating in a time where political system

“etters and visits” used to play a

dominant role in China’ s constitutional law framework until restoration of political systematic function. Only
when “letters and visits” exercises a supplementary function can it coordinate well with the main political
system. Overstressing the role of “letters and visits” and tolerating its usurping the duty of the main political
system might bring about adverse effect in a long run. It is necessary for us to reform the existing letters and
visits petition system so as to ensure that the status authority and efficiency of the main political system will not
be impaired.

Key Words: letters and visits; main political system; constitutional law framework; constitution; rule of

law; reform
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